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DEPARTMENl OF ECOLOGY

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

(LUP04-095) - Text Amendments to Chapter 17.72 of the Port Townsend Municipal 
Code Relating to Off-Street Parking and Loading 

Proposal: The City of Port Townsend proposes to amend the text and tables contained 
in Chapter 17.72 of the Port Townsend Municipal Code (PTMC}, "Off-Street Parking and 
Loading," to more fully implement the policy direction contained in the City's 1996 
Comprehensive Plan. The proposed text amendments involve five key changes, as 
follows: 

• Creation of an exemption for all new development, change of use and adaptive
reuse of existing structures within the National Register Historic District from the
city's off-street parking standards, except for bicycle parking standards (Section 
17.72.020 PTMC); 

• Establishment of new lower minimum off-street parking standards for new
development and uses in Table 17.72.080 PTMC; 

• - Establishment of new maximum permissible off-street parking standards for new
development and changes of use in Table 17.72.080 PTMC; 

• Creation of new bicycle parking standards for most new development and
changes of use in Table 17.72.080 PTMC; and

• Provision of an administrative variance process to allow individual applicants to
either increase or decrease the amount of parking required of particular 
developments and uses on a case-by-case basis, subject to certain variance
criteria (Section 17.86.065 PTMC). 

These proposed amendments are intended to implement the off-street parking policy 
direction in the city's Comprehensive Plan (see the plan at pp Vl-20 and Vl-21). Among 
other things, the plan directs that the code be amended to accomplish the following: 

• Ensure that parking standards do not deter new development or redevelopment;
• Encourage bicycle parking facilities;
• Reduce parking· requirements in order to encourage new development and

redevelopment, limit new impervious surfaces, and meet parking needs;
• Reduce off-street parking requirements for new commercial development;
• Reduce requirements to encourage development, redevelopment and adaptive

reuse in the commercial historic district; 
• Distinguish between more auto-oriented commercial areas (i.e., Sims Way) and

areas more suitable for alternative modes (i.e., Downtown); 
• Ensure that property owners are responsible for managing on-site parking

demand; and
• Develop parking standards that are pedestrian friendly.

The adoption of these Code amendments is a non-project action designed to improve 
and update existing standards in a manner consistent with the policies of the Port 
Townsend Comprehensive Plan and the requirements of the Growth Management Act. 
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