IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT PORT TOWNSEND DRINKING WATER

November 2015

Purpose of notification.

On August 23, 2013, the Washington State Department of Health (DOH), after inspecting the
watershed and reviewing control measures, notified the City that our water system does not have
an adequate level of watershed control.

While the water quality has not changed, the Department of Health has determined that the
watershed control program does not meet current department expectations. For drinking water
regulatory purposes, the water system is considered to be out of treatment compliance.

The City is now working towards building a new water filtration treatment facility. With required
pilot testing of the filtration systems, design, and construction the process is expected to be
completed in 2016. Until filtration is installed, you will receive a notice similar to this every three
months.

Water treatment still consists of the addition of chlorine gas to provide protection from microbial
contaminants, which generally is more than adequate.

Inadequately treated water may contain disease-causing organisms. These organisms include
bacteria, viruses, and parasites that can cause symptoms such as, nausea, cramps, diarrhea, and
associated headaches.

What is being done?

The City has chosen to build a new membrane filtration water treatment facility to meet federal
drinking water standards.

Construction of the new water treatment facility is underway and the filtration plant is scheduled
to be operating by October 2016.

Increased microbiological testing of the source water will be continued along with additional
watershed patrols until the new filtration treatment plant is operational.

What should I do?

This situation does not require that you take action. If immediate action was required, you
would be notified with instructions on what steps to take.

People with severely compromised immune systems, infants, and some elderly may want to seek
advice about drinking water from their health care providers. General guidelines on ways to
lessen the risk of infection by microbes are available from the EPA at
http://water.epa.gov/aboutow/ogwdw/upload/2001 11 15 consumer crypto.pdf or the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline at 1 (800) 426-4791.

Health problems listed above are not just caused by organisms in drinking water. If you have
specific health concerns, you may want to consult your doctor.

More information is available through the City’s web site http://www.cityofpt.us/water or from
the Port Townsend Department of Water Quality (360-379-5001).

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who may
not have received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and
businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.



